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When Pope Francis inaugurated the Year of Consecrated Life with an 

apostolic letter, he told men and women religious, “I am counting on you 

to ‘wake up the world.’” He urged us to be prophetic witnesses “to how Jesus lived on this earth 

… to be prophets who are “on the side of the poor and the powerless.” 

 

That is what the Felician Sisters, along with many other religious communities in the Diocese of 

Pittsburgh, have been doing for generations. We respond to the cry of the poor and the powerless 

each and every day—ministering to the impoverished, the marginalized, disadvantaged children 

and families, and children and adults with profound disabilities—with a welcoming, 

compassionate presence and the Gospel message of mercy and hope. 

At McGuire Memorial in New Brighton, PA, Felician Sisters serve more than 275 children and 

adults with disabilities, including those with profound, multiple, complex disabilities; individuals 

with disabilities who are medically fragile and require 24-hour medical support, and those with 

autism. Ranging from 3 to 72 years of age, many of the individuals cannot speak; many cannot 

walk; and some may not see or hear. 

Yet all are living lives full of rich experiences and wondrous accomplishments, for all are living 

and learning at this very special ministry. McGuire Memorial includes a residential program for 

children and adults, a day program for adults, and a school for children. Its mission is to help 

children and adults with disabilities know the joy of living, no matter the scope, no matter the 

severity of the disability. 

“We look at every individual we serve as a gift from God—a gift to be treasured and enhanced—

encouraging every individual we serve to reach their fullest potential,” said Felician Sister Mary 

Thaddeus Markelewicz, President and CEO of McGuire Memorial, a ministry co-sponsored by 

the Felician Sisters of North America and the Diocese of Pittsburgh. 

“Our mission is to help those we serve live a life of dignity and purpose,” said Sister Thaddeus. 

The Felician Sisters at McGuire Memorial have always opened their arms to this very special 

population since 1963, when the ministry was founded in dedication to the belief that all life is 

sacred. That commitment, together with a guiding philosophy that celebrates and nurtures each 

life, has been and continues to be the hallmark of every McGuire Memorial program. 

The Felician Sisters’ love of God and neighbor, compassionate service and passionate 

commitment to the poor, spawned another ministry twelve years ago in Moon Township. At the 

Mooncrest Neighborhood Programs, founded and directed by Sister Mary Rene Procopio, 

Felician Sisters have created a welcoming and safe oasis within this impoverished and neglected 

neighborhood. The children, some of whom are heirs to generations of poverty, are empowered 

through after school programs and other educational and support services. 



The free after-school program was founded to help break the cycle of poverty and lack of 

opportunity. “We wanted to give the children the tools and support necessary to help them better 

their lives and, perhaps, begin charting a new course for their lives,” said Sister Rene. 

This ministry, which began with six children, now serves 150 children and 700 residents. Among 

the programs for adults are GED classes and a group that helps residents strengthen and share 

their Christian faith. 

The Felician Sisters live within the neighborhood in which they serve—an intentional ministry of 

presence and total availability to those they serve. In doing so, they follow in the footsteps of 

their foundress, Blessed Mary Angela Truszkowska, who served the abandoned and the 

underprivileged on the streets of Warsaw, Poland, more than a century ago. 

This ministry is “a bright, nurturing spot serving those in need,” said Sister Rene, “a visible 

manifestation of Matthew 25: ‘For I was hungry and you gave me food. I was thirsty and you 

gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me.… Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for 

one of these least brethren of mine, you did for me.’” 

The Felician Sisters, by their example of living the Gospel message and through their 

compassionate response to the “cry of the poor,” offer an illustration of the many women 

religious who are “waking up the world” as they bring joy, hope, and the loving presence of 

Jesus to those they serve. 
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