
SUMMER INSTITUTE
FOR CATECHISTS AND TEACHERS: JUNE 19-21, 2018

Saint Paul Seminary and Bishop Canevin Campus

Responding to the Universal Church’s call for a “New Evangelization” and our 
local Bishop’s call to be On Mission for the Church Alive!, we are once again 
offering an intensive and formative Summer Institute in June. We have invited 
outstanding professors, writers, and artists to meet with teachers and catechists 
to talk through how best to infuse the schools and parishes with a Faith that 
speaks to all aspects of life and learning. In addition to the class time, partici-
pants will share mass, meals, conversation, and cultural events. It will be three 
days of immersion in the rich culture of Catholicism. In this short but intense 
time, we hope to taste some of what Christ promised in John 10:10, where he 

promised that he came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

Online Registration opens April 16th and closes l 4pm June 4th

Cost: $78

Catechetical Hours: 18 Hours for attending all events

Breakfast and Lunch included

Each day ends with an optional cocktail hour to continue the discussion

For more information, call 412-456-3112.

Register Here

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018


Daily Schedule

7:30 AM  Check-in and Continental Breakfast - O’Connor Hall

8:00 AM Welcome in O’Connor Hall Auditorium

8:30 AM  Session 1

9:45 AM Break

10:00 AM Session 2

11:10 AM  Break

11:30 AM  Mass - O’Connor Hall Auditorium

12:30 PM Lunch

1:30 PM Cultural Event - O’Connor Hall Auditorium

2:00 PM Break 

2:30 PM Session 3

3:45 PM Complimentary Cocktail Hour (optional)

Register Here

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018


Course Descriptions 
Avoiding the Zombie Apocalypse: The Truth About the Human Person 
and How to Teach It
Basic/Prov.: Philosophy of Catholic Ed./Methods/Enrichment, Creed
Dr. Theresa Farnan

One of the greatest challenges facing the Church is how to Catechize “I-gen,” the generation of younger Catholics 
who have no memory of life before smart phones and social media.  In this course, we will take a critical look 
at how their understanding of the human person has been shaped by our culture (especially online culture) and 
link it to I-gen’s growing disconnect with specific moral beliefs, and even with religion itself.  After identifying 
the challenges for evangelization, we will look at effective ways to teach Christian anthropology (the Christian 
understanding of the person).

Dr. Theresa Farnan is currently a consultant to the USCCB Committee on 
Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth, a member of the Catholic Women’s Forum 
Advisory Council, and an adjunct member of the philosophy department at Fran-
ciscan University of Steubenville.    Previously, she taught in the pre-theology pro-
gram at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and the diaconate program for the Diocese of 
Harrisburg.    She is a master catechist for the Diocese of Pittsburgh and has served 
as a member of several committees on education for the Diocese of Harrisburg.  
She hosted a television program on EWTN entitled St. Thomas Aquinas in Today’s 
World and appeared as a guest on EWTN Live. Dr. Farnan received her master’s 
degree and her doctorate in Medieval Studies from the University of Notre Dame. 

Register Here

Creed: The Profession of Faith 
Basic/Prov.: Creed/Enrichment, Creed
Mrs. Nancy Jarocki

This course addresses the topics of: God, The Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth; Jesus, God’s Word 
Incarnate; Paschal Mystery; Holy Spirit: Revelation of the Trinity; and Church.  Prayer in the Christian Life is 
also addressed. The purpose of each doctrinal component is to ground the catechist in an adult understanding 
of faith. The catechist in turn will be charged to translate this same faith in appropriate ways to the age/grade 
level of students he/she will be teaching. The course is geared toward all catechists/teachers working with any 
age group, cradle to grave: religious education, school, special religious education, youth ministers, catechists for 
adult faith formation and RCIA.  

Mrs. Nancy Jarocki teaches high school theology at Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart High School.  She has been a master catechist for the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
since 2010. Nancy received her B.S. in Medical Technology from Gannon Univer-
sity in 1980 and her Master’s in Theology and Christian Ministry from Franciscan 
University of Steubenville in 2007.  She and her husband, Mark, reside in Kennedy 
Township and belong to St. Joseph Parish in Coraopolis. 

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018


Course Descriptions 

Register Here

Sophia Course:
Basic/Prov.: Philosophy of Catholic Ed./Methods/Enrichment, Methods

Following The Way, The Truth, and The Life
Recommended for all catechists, Professional or Volunteer
The moral and spiritual life are closely intertwined. In today’s cultural climate, living the moral life is impossible 
without the graces of a spiritual life. Spend time learning ways to help your students deepen their moral convic-
tions and strengthen their prayer lives. This course will be led by Sophia Institute for Teachers. Teachers and cat-
echists who participate in this course will enjoy a mix of presentations by a respected catechetical and theological 
Scholar as well as interactive sessions engaging in hands-on, classroom-ready, teacher-written and teacher-tested 
activities and lessons. 

Jose Gonzalez joined the team at Sophia Institute for Teachers after more than 
10 years as a High School Teacher at Bishop Carroll Catholic High School in Wich-
ita, KS. In addition to teaching, Jose has also worked as a Youth Minister and a 
Coordinator of Totus Tuus in the Archdiocese of Denver. Jose is also an experienced 
speaker and presenter whose experiences include youth and confirmation gather-
ings, RCIA classes, and adult faith formation. In his spare time Jose coordinates and 
leads a young men’s group called the Knights of the Holy Queen. Jose has his BA in 
Theology with a concentration in Religious Education from Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, and his MA in Evangelization and Catechesis from the Augustine 
Institute. Jose and his wife, Mary Beth, have two daughters and one son.

Theology of the Body 
Basic/Prov.: Morality/Philosophy of Catholic Ed./Enrichment, Morality
Dr. Donald Asci 

Hailed by Pope St. John Paul II’s biographer, George Weigel, as a “kind of theological time bomb set to go off, 
with dramatic consequences, sometime in the third millennium of the Church,” St. John Paul II’s teachings on 
the theology of the body (TOB) have become one of the most important hallmarks of Catholic faith in the mod-
ern world and now represent an essential tool within the work of the new evangelization. Rooted in St. John Paul 
II’s pre-papal work as a pastor and a philosopher, TOB is a series of reflections on key biblical passages concern-
ing the relationship between man and woman that show the deep connections between Christian anthropology, 
sexual ethics, and sacramental spirituality. While offering specific teachings on sex, love, marriage and celibacy, 
TOB provides a profound vision of the dignity and vocation of the human person through the lens of salvation 

Dr. Donald Asci is Professor of Theology at Franciscan University of Steu-
benville, where he has been a member of the Theology Department since 1998. He 
received his Bachelor of Arts in theology from Franciscan University in 1993. He 
earned Master’s in Sacred Theology from the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for 
Studies in Marriage and the Family in Washington, DC in 1995 and both Licentiate 
in Sacred Theology in systematic theology in 1997 and Doctorate in Sacred Theology 
in moral theology in 2000 from the Pontificia Università della Santa Croce in Rome, 
Italy. In 2013 Dr. Asci was voted Faculty Member of the Year at Franciscan Universi-
ty. He has given numerous presentations in Europe and the US on Pope St. John Paul 
II’s teachings on sex, love, and marriage. 

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018


Principles of Leadership
Very Rev. Joseph Mele

This Summer Institute course will be conducted in seminar method.  It will concentrate on Catholic school 
and religious formation leaders becoming especially aware of the “why” of their activity, even more so than the 
“what” or “how.”  Leadership in a Catholic school or religious education program can only be understood within 
the larger context of an underlying ecclesiology and the principles and practical implications that flow from it.  
In preparation for the course, participants will be asked to read a few relevant articles.  Due to the seminar nature 
of this course, they will be invited to share insights as well as best practices.  By presenting a fresh, intellectually 
varied, and theologically grounded set of reflections, we hope this course may inspire fruitful conversation and a 
plan of concrete action toward the strengthening of the participant’s leadership in the years to come.

Very Rev. Joseph Mele currently serves as the Episcopal Vicar for Leadership 
Development and Evangelization, head of the Secretariat for Leadership Develop-
ment and Evangelization, and director of the Department for Clergy and Parish 
Leadership Development for the Diocese of Pittsburgh.  Father Mele resides at Saint 
Mary of the Mount Parish in the Mount Washington neighborhood of Pittsburgh.  
His previous assignments included serving as rector, vice rector, and director of 
spiritual formation at Saint Paul Seminary, director of the Department for Pre-Or-
dination Formation, and vicar general for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, and before that 
as pastor of Saint Sebastian Parish. He is the author of a book entitled The Sacred 
Conversation: The Art of Catholic Preaching and The New Evangelization.

Course Descriptions 

Register Here

Only the Lover Sings: Music and Catholic Education
Basic/Prov.: Philosophy of Catholic Ed./Methods/Enrichment, Methods
Mr. Nicholas J. Will

Intended for music teachers, parish musicians, and particularly those involved with planning liturgical music in 
parish schools, this course is an overview of the history of Catholic sacred music, its context in the development 
of the liturgy, and its role in the modern Church.   The course will examine historical and ecclesial documents, 
liturgical rites, and, most importantly, the music.  Familiarity with the Church’s treasury of sacred music and an 
understanding of her magisterial teaching on the subject will give participants a deeper knowledge and apprecia-
tion of musical liturgy and its importance in the life of the Church, as well as enable them to make sound deci-

Nicholas J. Will is the Coordinator of the Sacred Music Program and Assistant 
Professor of Music at Franciscan University of Steubenville, where he oversees the 
degree program in Sacred Music, directs the Schola Cantorum Franciscana and 
Franciscan Chamber Orchestra, and teaches organ, music theory, music history, 
Gregorian chant, and conducting courses.  In complement to his university duties, 
he serves as Director of Music and Liturgy at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Car-
negie, Pennsylvania and Assistant Organist at Heinz Memorial Chapel.  His debut 
recording, Laudato Si:  In the Spirit of St. Francis of Assisi, a collaborative effort with 
singers Andrey Nemzer and Charlene Canty and composer Eli Tamar, was released 
to critical acclaim in April, 2016.   

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018


Teaching the Parables of Jesus 
(Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Method)
Basic/Prov.: Philosophy of Catholic Ed./Creed/Sacraments/Methods/Enrichment, Methods
Celine Mitchell and Barbara Matera
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a faith formation experience for children ages 3 to 12 years old that hon-
ors the religious values of childhood, especially contemplation of and enjoyment of God.  Founded on the obser-
vations of Maria Montessori, Sofia Cavalletti, and Gianna Gobbi, the Catechesis is rooted in scripture and liturgy. 
Central to the Catechesis is the atrium, an environment specially prepared to nurture the child’s spirituality. 
The catechist proclaims Jesus’s parables of the kingdom of God, using the parable method to ponder this great 
mystery with the children. The children continue their mediation with simple yet beautiful hands-on materials 
that allow the Inner Teacher to enter into dialogue with the child. This course is an introduction to the parable 
method. This course does not replace Level I, II, or III formation courses offered through the National Associa-
tion of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Formation courses for CGS in the Diocese of Pittsburgh also offer 
the adult or older teen an opportunity for contemplation and enjoyment of God as well as the methodology for 
this catechesis with children.

Celine Mitchell, M.A. Rel. Ed. is a Master Catechist in the Diocese of Pitts-
burgh and an international Catechesis of the Good Shepherd formation leader.  She 
has led courses of the Missionaries of Charity in Russian and Caribbean regions, in 
Brazil and San Francisco.  She began the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd at several 
parishes and has assisted numerous parishes in starting CGS in the Pittsburgh diocese 
and internationally.  Celine is the Director of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd at St. 
Fidelis Parish,. Butler.

Barbara Matera, M.A. Rel. Ed., J.D. is a Master Catechist in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh. She is a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd formation leader and has been 
a CGS catechist since 1999, working with children in all three levels. Barbara served 
as DRE for CGS at St. John Neumann Parish in Franklin Park from 2003-2016. She 
is the author of Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families 2015-2016 and the forth-
coming LTP publication, Keeping the Seasons/Advent and Christmas 2018-2019. 
Barbara chairs the Board of Trustees for the National Association of the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd. 

Course Descriptions 

Register Here

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018


Course Descriptions 

History and Social Studies: Catholicism and the Middle Ages
Basic/Prov.: Philosophy of Catholic Ed./Methods/Enrichment, Methods
Mike Aquilina, Dr. Paul Crawford, 
This course explores Catholic social doctrine and the ways it developed and was implemented across the millen-
nium from about AD 500 to 1500, commonly called the Middle Ages.  We begin on Day 1 with an exploration 
of medieval social structure and medieval Catholic views on equality and inequality, self-reliance and depen-
dence, slavery and freedom, private property and the claims of the common good.  On Day 2 we examine the 
reformation carried out by Benedictine monks in the 10th and 11th centuries, looking at the development of the 
doctrine of purgatory and indulgences, struggles between spiritual and temporal authority, and in the afternoon, 
the rise and expansion of Islam.  On the third day, we build on the first two days and examine the causes, justi-
fications, and results of the crusades, and the creation of the medieval military orders such as the Templars and 
Hospitallers.  We finish up by briefly examining what made the medieval synthesis come apart, and how that led 
to Protestantism, the Enlightenment, the French Revolution, and the replacement of genuinely Catholic ideas of 
social justice with Marxist doctrines.

Mike Aquilina is the author of more than fifty books on Catholic history, 
doctrine, and devotion. He has hosted nine series on the Eternal Word Television 
Network and appears weekly on Sirius Radio’s “Sonrise Morning Show.” Since 2002 
Mike has collaborated closely with the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, with 
which he has served as an executive and trustee. He is past editor of New Cove-
nant: A Magazine of Catholic Spirituality (1996-2002) and The Pittsburgh Catholic 
newspaper (1993-1996). Mike is also a poet and songwriter, whose work has been 
recorded by Grammy Award-winning artists Dion and Paul Simon.

Dr. Paul Crawford is a crusade historian who teaches ancient and medieval his-
tory at California University of Pennsylvania.  He earned a PhD at the University of 
Wisconsin, has published on the crusades, the military-religious orders, and Islam, 
and has appeared on a number of television programs, including EWTN and the 
History Channel.  He lives in southwestern Pennsylvania with his wife and a lot of 
cats and books.

Register Here

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018


Course Descriptions 
Teaching Science in an Age of Disbelief: 
A Catholic Response to the Challenge
Basic/Prov.: Philosophy of Catholic Ed./Methods/Enrichment, Methods
Dr. Daniel Kuebler

Modern science is a powerful tool to understand the world around us. It is so powerful in fact that many believe 
it has the power to remove any sense of the supernatural. The rise of the modern scientific atheists is one con-
sequence of the belief that as science explains the natural world it can displace religion as something that gives 
value and meaning. In such an environment, it is important for students to see the complementary relationship 
between science and Faith and use their Faith to inform their understanding of scientific discovery and guide 
its progress. This course will: examine the nature and limits of science as a discipline, explain how the Catholic 
Church looks to integrate scientific knowledge into a wider framework of knowledge and examine the problems 
of not having an independent moral compass to guide scientific progress. Topics that will be covered include hu-
man evolution, stem cells, human genetic modification, origins of the universe, and ecology. The course will also 
focus on how to develop lesson plans to teach these topics to students at the middle and high school levels.

Dr. Daniel Kuebler has served on the faculty at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville since 2001 and currently teaches courses in evolutionary biology, cell 
biology, and human physiology. His biological research involves examining the 
effects that various biologics have on human adult mesenchymal stem cells as well as 
the use of these stem cells to treat orthopedic disorders. He is the co-author of The 
Evolution Controversy: A Survey of Competing Theories (Baker Academic, 2007), 
which critically examines the various theories of evolutionary thought. He has also 
published popular articles on science, politics, culture, and religion.

Sacraments: Celebrations of the Christian Mystery 
Basic/Prov.: Sacraments/Enrichment, Sacraments 
Mr. Chris Bayardi

This pillar course aims at opening up the Sacraments as a key to the spiritual life of a Catholic. Approaching the 
sacraments as “actions of Christ” we investigate how an uncreated, purely Spiritual God deals with human beings 
through the material world of signs and matter to give us the grace to be united with Him and to grow with Him 
as we mature. Not only does this course aim to give us more knowledge about the Sacraments, this course aims 
to help encourage more frequent and deeper participation in the Love of Jesus Christ through the Sacraments.

Mr. Chris Bayardi  works at Cardinal Wuerl North Catholic High School where 
he teaches sophomore and junior religion and is the Director of Campus Ministry. 
Chris has worked in Catholic ministry and education for the past 19 years in parish-
es, schools, and on college campuses as a pastoral associate for education and faith 
formation, college campus minister, music minister, and teacher. He holds a MA in 
Theology from Franciscan University of Steubenville but is most grateful to God for 
his wife, Sarah, and son, John. They live on an old farmstead in the northern pan-
handle of WV with Buster, their chocolate lab.

Register Here

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018


The Stapletons are a harp and guitar, husband wife duo. Their blues-driven 
harp and guitar arrangements topped by ethereal vocal harmonies combine to create 
a wondrous sound. The Stapletons baroque folk sound is a rich composition with 
hints of Appalachian balladry, Delta blues, echoes of the English folk revival move-
ment, and the reverberation and reverence of Gregorian Chant.  

Cultural Events

Father Richard Infante a 1992 graduate of Saint Vincent Seminary, has 
served as the pastor of Our Lady of Grace Parish in Scott Township, the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, since 2004.  Ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Donald W. Wuerl in 
1992, he previously served as pastor of Nativity Parish in South Park.  His other paro-
chial assignments included Saint Bernadette in Monroeville, Immaculate Conception 
and Saint Joseph in his home neighborhood of Bloomfield, and Saint Robert Bellarm-
ine in East McKeesport. In addition to his parish work, Father Infante has served as an 
adjunct spiritual director at Saint Vincent Seminary and has served on the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council and Priests’ Council as well as the Clergy Personnel Board.  Devoted 
to carefully prepared preaching and catechesis, Father Infante also taught scripture 
courses at Saint Paul Seminary in Crafton.  He is well qualified for this work, holding 
four graduate degrees:  an M.F.A. in English from the University of Pittsburgh, an 
M.L.S. from Duquesne University, and both an M.A. in theology and an M.Div. from 
Saint Vincent Seminary. An accomplished writer, Father Infante is the author of the 
critically acclaimed book Last Priest Standing, published by Lambing Press in 2015.  
Last Priest Standing is a collection of stories about the priesthood and the sacramen-
tal life of the Church today, with all of the joys, challenges, and graces they bring to 
Catholic life.

The Kosmix, is a band that is made up of a group of amazing young musi-
cians along with International Polka Association Hall of Famer, Randy Koslosky. The 
KOSMIX plays music from a variety of eras and musical styles and ethnicities. The 
young musicians range in age from 13 to 20 and play multiple instruments, creat-
ing an interesting, energetic, and entertaining performance.The band plays various 
events (dances, festivals, senior centers, special occasions, etc.).  These musicians 
also has a great time showing up unannounced at various locations (i.e. restaurants, 
bars, or events) and “caroling”.  This may involve playing Irish music on St. Patrick’s 
Day, Steeler songs before a Steelers game, Easter Hymns on Easter, Christmas car-
ols around Christmas time, etc.  In this way these musicians spread joy through the 
surprise of an unexpected musical performance.

Register Here

https://catholicdioceseofpittsburgh.formstack.com/forms/si2018

